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Waterloo was frst released in Sweden as Polar POLS 
252 on March 4, 1974. Recording sessions began in 
September 1973 and continued untl February 1974. 
The album was recorded at Metronome Studio in 
Stockholm, Sweden 
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W Waterloo turned to victory 
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Waterloo was ABBA's second album — but the fest to be 
released under their new grup name, Prvousy kow as the 
somewhat longinded Bir, Beny, Agnetha & Amifrid (or 
Frida, ther manager, Si Anderson, was never especialy 
enthusiastic about that manker. In fact, nobody was. But when 
‘he group frst started recorng together in 1972, it was meant 
ore as a “hab” project, and since the two boys ha record 
ed as Ben & Benny, was natural to just dd the gits” names 
to the new. 

The hobby turned into a permanent group when the song 
Rig, Ring became a Nit in 1973. Arderson got ted of having 
to rator to the four names seria he spoke to the prece 
about them, Toying round wi the iiss of the names, he 
came up with ABBA. The media got wind of his nickname, and 
was amuse Abba is also the name of a Swedish canned fish 
company. Alter some nl hesitation the group decided to go 
ong with Ss Suggestion. The fh company gave ni bless 
ng, and starting Irom the group's next record release the group 
‘would be caling themselves ABBA. 


That net release was in fact three diferent records, issued on 
the same day. On March 4, 1974, two singles, featuring the 
Swedish and English version of Waterioo respectively, and an 
ben vith the same te, wer release in Sweden Tobe on the 
safe side the bling Bjðrn, Benny Agnetha & Frida" was retained 
within parentheses after ABBA. 

Recoróng tor the album had begun atthe end of September 
1973, just a few weeks aftr ABBA had retuned fom Der 
Summer tour o tat year. The fest rack to be recorded was 
Dance hie The Hus Stil Goes On The song was intuenced 
by Phi Spector, whose eariy 1961s recordings were an impor 
tart pain for ABBA diring their frst years together 


“Tho tie track was recorded tovards the end of the sessions 
for the abun, in December 1973. The previous month, Bn, 
Benny and Stig had been invited to submit an entry to the 
‘Swedish sections for the 1974 Eurovision Song Contest, Aer 
the previous year's falure with ing, Ring. the Vio were more 
eager than ever to try their ck at the comest. Most record 
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companies in places Ike Geat Britain and the United States 
were fay indiferent to pop music from Sweden, and ABBA 
new thatthe Eurovision Song Contest was vrualy their oriy 
chance for exposure to a big internationa! audience. 

Bjorn, Benny and St decided that the best bet for ABBA 
Would be a happy” uptempo song. With this thought in mind, 
Bin and Benny set out to tto island ot Viggsó in the Stockholm 
‘archipelago, wiere they owned Summer houses. They had start- 
ed the habit of retreating there for songwriting sessions: it was 
the best way to get away tom al the noise and distractions of 
their daily work as producers at the record company Polar Musi 


Björn and Benny's songwriting method was to sit together 
for hours on end, playing chords on gutar and piano, humniag 
fragments of melodies, trying to come up with good ideas. 
During that November songwriting session, the pair put taget- 
er a couple ot compositions. Among them was an uptempo roch- 
er which in many ways was also a nostalgie throwback to the Phil 
Spector records ofthe previous decade. A cassette demo atthe 
pair humming their way through the song, accompanied by piano 
and guitar, was submitted to Stig Anderson, 

Stg, wno was one of Sweden's most prob kit during 
the 1960s and early 1970s, set to work on fing the right tite 
forthe song. He needed something that was catchy and easy to 
understand all over the wort. At fst, he tied Honey Pie, but 
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that tte dt seem to lead anyahere. After a week of agonia 
ing he Anal found the word Water in a book ot fair quo- 
tations, referring to Napoleon Bonaparte legendary defeat by 
‘Bish and German forces at the battle nthe Bean town en. 
Ane 18,1815, 

A tew hous later, he had the complete Swedish ic for the 
song, constructing a story of Watrloo as a metaphor for a gr 
satenderng to the love of a sit. ABBA entered the recording 
stu to commit the song to tape in rióOecenber 1973, On 
the folowing day the group recoded yet anther of thir new 
songs, Tis time à was a miótenpo ballad that they also feit 
could be a contender for the Eurovision Song Contest Stig vas 
Just on his way to a holiday onthe Canary islands when a new 
demo tape was thrust in his hand. It was time to come up with 
another set of bries, 


Repeatedly hearing the Sparsh phrase “hasta mañana” — 
meaning “se you tomorrow” - on his hoy, gave Sig the idea 
for he ttle. He dictated the yis over the telephone so that 
ABBA coud go irto he studio ancrecord as soon as possible. 
Whereas Agnetha and Frida had shared the lead vocals on 
Waterloo, Hasta Mañana became a slo number for Agnetha. 
‘She drew inspiration from her teenage idol, Connie Francis, to 
fd the right mood for the interpretation. 

When Stig returned home fram his holday it was oniy one 


4 ni Be ro Sone Const ig Ar 174 Esto Ti go Se Aero etc rn i, 


ABBA Waterloo 


thy elt before Ihe entries to the Swedish selections for the 
Eizoésion Song Contest ad to be submited. But wtich song to 
choose? Both were strong, but Hasta Mañana was a Ne closer 
to wat the audience expected rom a contest entry. 

In the end, Waterloo was chosen precisely because t broke 
ih the “dramatic balad” tration of he competion, ABBA 
decided that they were going to put a rockirl spin on the 
Eurovision Song Contest. It tumed out 1o be exactly the right 
choice, At the Swedish selections, held on February 9, 1974, 
ABBA came out the victors wth a marg of almost 100 points 
Over the rumerup. The previous yes panel of music experts 
ad boen replaced with a cross section of the Swedish pub, 
Which may have something to down the outcome. 


On Apri 6, ABBA performed the English version of Waterloo in 
‘the Eurovision Song Contest frais in Brighton, England. The 
group was dressed in wat is perhaps the most wenn of 
ther many colour costumes over the years (as depicted on 
the cover of is alum), wile conductor Sven Oof Waldol had 
dressed up as Napoleon (on the Waterlog atum cover, its act 
ay bass player Mike Watson uho acis he Napoleon part) ABBA 
won the juries over yet again = was to frst time ever that 
Sweden had won the contest. 

Waterloo rapidy became a worse hit of some magni 
tude, reaching the Too 5 in several Eurepean countries as wel 


as South Africa, Aust, New Zealand, Zimbabwe and Japan, 
and the Top 10 the Usted States, The Waterloo bum topped 
the charts in Sweden and Norway, charting highly in many other 
countries as wel. Hghights on the abu included Honey 
Hovey, e otowup snge in most countries, and Frida’ big bak 
lad onthe album, Goma Sing You My Lovesong. Waterloo is also 
notable for beng the ony ABBA album to coran a lead vocal 
performance by Benny: Suzy Hang Around. 

Inthe Unted Stats and Canada, a brand new remix of Ring, 
Ring with some addet lec guitar and saxophone was inchid 
ced on the album. The rem makes its CO debut as a bonus 
selection on this version of Waterloo, The otter two bonus 
tracks are te Swedish versions of Waterloo and Honey, Honey, 
wich made up the A and Bode of a domeste single release. 
Waterloo was alo feared in the track sting for the orga 
‘Swedish version ofthe abu. Those who want to bear the 
altum as ABBA themselves planned it may programme their CD 
players thus: racks 13, 2-11, 1. 


With the Waterloo album it was clear that ABBA had taken a 
stop away from the yous of Rs predecessor, Ring Rig, ab 
though hey had yet frd their te voice. But where the album 
may be ait rough around edges, it does make up lr en- 
{old in charm and honmoble melodies — ABBA never aed in 
that department. « 
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